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KEVIN COSTNER
ON A LIFELONG LOVE FOR BASEBALL
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No other actor in the history of American film has left a more indelible
imprint on baseball movies than Kevin Costner. As Crash Davis in 1988’s
Bull Durham, he captured the tricks and trials of a now-legendary minorleague journeyman. The next year, in Field of Dreams, he made an Iowa
cornfield a symbol of America’s rural pastime. He capped off the trilogy in
1999 with the fittingly titled For Love of the Game.
The best part of Costner’s baseball movies is that he isn’t altogether
acting. Costner has been an avid fan all his life, and he enjoys sharing
stories of playing baseball in the streets as a kid, his favorite movie
scenes, and even the best scenes that no one ever saw.

I

remember everything about playing baseball as a kid. I pitched three or
four no-hitters in Little League. But I
loved playing in the street just as much. I can
remember looking for beer cartons to make
second base. Sliding in the street just because
you wanted to be safe. I remember how you
chose teams, and the kids’ faces. I remember
getting in trouble when my dad had to come
get me when I was late for dinner—I was in so
much trouble. I remember watching a car
come down the street and yelling, “C’mon, we
can get one more play in. Just pitch it!”
So much of Field of Dreams has to do with

a grown man’s relationship with his father,
connecting to baseball through his dad. That’s
where I learned the game, too. My dad coached
Little League. In the opening montage of For
Love of the Game, all the pictures are of me
and my father. (My little dog’s in there too.) I
became such a fan of major-league players
that I once built a canoe and put Sports Illustrated covers all over it. I thought, “How cool,
man.” But it just looked so stupid. I don’t
know what I was thinking.
I played baseball up through high school
and even thought about trying out for my college team at Cal State Fullerton, but I didn’t
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end up doing it. I became an actor and stayed
connected to baseball through the characters I
played.
People think that filming baseball movies
is like playing, just horsing around on the
field, but it can be pretty rough. We shot Bull
Durham at old Durham Athletic Park in the
off-season, usually late at night or early in the
morning, and it was freezing. (If you look

carefully, you can see the breath coming out
of Tim Robbins’s and my mouths on the
mound.) And the scene outside the bar, when
I’m daring Nuke LaLoosh (played by Tim) to
throw a fastball right at me? It was pretty
scary, because Tim was erratic—both his
character and him. He missed me by a good
three feet, thank goodness, but I swear when
I was standing there I thought, “I gotta play
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this thing like a hero, but I could end up with
a mouthful of ball.”
To shoot For Love of the Game, I had to
throw 100 pitches five days in a row—and I’d
hurt my arm on the first day. But I still went
out there to the Yankee Stadium mound to
pitch. After a while, I couldn’t throw anymore
from the pain up and down my arm. I went

when the team cut Crash at the end and he
went wandering through the night. This is before he ends up on the porch with Annie,
Susan Sarandon’s character. Crash wanders in
the night and he comes up on these old black
guys who are drinking wine, just sitting there
on Main Street, one of these little towns in
America. He kind of stumbles into them, and

“People think that filming baseball movies is
like playing, just horsing around on the field,
but it can be pretty rough.”
back to the dugout and . . . well, not to be too
graphic about it, I threw up, right there in the
legendary Yankee Stadium dugout. At least I
had the good manners to not do it on the
mound in front of everybody.
People ask me what my favorite scenes are
from Field of Dreams. I like when my character tells Dr. Graham, “Oh my God, you can’t
go back. I’m sorry.” And I liked him asking his
father, “Hey, Dad, you wanna have a catch?” I
think everyone loves that.
As for my favorite scene from Bull Durham, it got cut—so no one ever saw it. It was
KEVIN

COSTNER

before long you see they’re rolling up papers
into balls and pitching to him, sharing a bottle of wine. They were just pitching to him.
Crash is there just launching these paper
balls. And you saw how difficult it was for
him to let go.
I understood that lonely quality. I can’t let
baseball go either. ◆
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